CITY OF PEACE
2026

Rotary ¥

pistrict 537°

CITY OF EDMONTON




CITY OF PEACE
2026

CITY OF EDMONTON

Ingrid Neitsch
ilnrotary@gmail.com
Past District Governor, Chair, District Peace Committee,
RI Peace Centers Committee, Rotary Positive Peace Activator, Director,
Rotary Club of Edmonton West

Jeanette Bancarz
jeanette@rotaryS5370.org
District Governor Elect, District Peace Committee,
Rotary Club of Edmonton Mayfield

Annie Mueller
President Nominee,
Rotary Club of Edmonton West

Bev Yee
Rotary Club of Edmonton West

Darija Slokar

Chair, District Community Services, District Peace Committee
Rotary Club of St. Albert

April, 2026



Edmonton: A City with Heart and History

Nestled along the banks of the North Saskatchewan River, Edmonton is more than Alberta’s capital—
it's a city with a story. Originally a fur trading post established by the Hudson’s Bay Company in the
late 18th century, Edmonton grew from humble beginnings into a thriving prairie community. Its role
as a gateway to the North earned it a reputation as a hub for explorers, traders, and later, resource
industries that shaped Western Canada.

Today, Edmonton is one of Canada’s fastest-growing cities, home to over one million people and the
heart of a metropolitan region of more than 1.4 million. It's a place where opportunity meets diversity,
attracting newcomers from around the globe who bring their traditions, talents, and dreams. This
multicultural spirit is woven into the fabric of daily life—European, Asian, Indigenous, and African
communities all contribute to Edmonton’s vibrant identity.

What makes Edmonton truly special is its balance of urban sophistication and down-to-earth warmth.
The city pulses with creativity, hosting world-class festivals like the Edmonton International Fringe
Festival—one of the largest in North America, Taste of Edmonton—a celebration of culinary delights,
and Edmonton Heritage Festival—the world’s largest three-day celebration of multiculturalism. Its Arts
District, anchored by the Art Gallery of Alberta and the Royal Alberta Museum, reflects a deep
commitment to culture and learning.

Economically, Edmonton stands strong. Known as the “Gateway to the North,” it remains a centre for
energy and resource industries while embracing innovation in technology, health care, and
construction. With a future focused on sustainability, infrastructure, and public transit, Edmonton is
building a city that’s not only livable but visionary.

Above all, Edmontonians are known for their resilience and community spirit. Whether it's braving
long winters or rallying around local causes, this is a city that thrives on connection. It's a place where
innovation meets tradition, where festivals light up the summer nights, and where every newcomer
can find a sense of belonging.



CITY OF EDMONTON - CITY OF PEACE

Vision:
Our city envisions a future where every person feels safe, valued, and connected; where equity,
dialogue, safety, and mutual respect shape our relationships, our institutions, and our environment.

Mission:

Our mission is to foster a culture of peace by supporting community engagement, fair access to
resources, transparent governance, and conflict resolution initiatives. We work collaboratively with
residents, institutions, and partners to create lasting conditions for peace through education, dialogue,
equitable opportunities, and responsible stewardship of our shared environment.

BELIEF STATEMENTS
* Positive peace embodies the attitudes, structures and institutes that support and sustain a peaceful society. Peace is
more than an absence of violence.
* Rotary International promotes peace through service projects, peace fellowships and scholarships to address the
underlying causes of conflict, including poverty, lack of access to education and inequality.
Working together on service projects connects people and creates the potential of opportunities to build community,
a sense of belonging and peace.

Values:

1. Belonging & Opportunity: We value a community where every person feels welcomed,
respected, and supported, with equitable access to opportunities regardless of background, identity,
or circumstance.

2. Community Connection & Belonging: We strengthen relationships across neighbourhoods by
encouraging shared experiences, dialogue, and collaborative action.

3. Dialogue & Collaborative Decision-Making: We value inclusive, respectful conversations that
invite diverse voices and perspectives to shape peaceful solutions.

4. Lifelong Learning & Peace Education: We champion access to education and awareness
initiatives that cultivate empathy, critical thinking, and shared responsibility for peace.

5. Shared Responsibility for the Common Good: We believe peace is strengthened when
residents, communities, and institutions work together to create just, vibrant, and resilient civic
spaces.



Strategic Priorities

1. Increase Our Impact: Strengthen Edmonton’s capacity for community resilience, promote equity,
and foster long-term peace.

Key Actions:
* Implement peace education
* Support mental health and crisis intervention initiatives
* Advance environmental sustainability and neighbourhood safety

2. Expand Our Reach: Grow participation and strengthen partnerships across Edmonton and
worldwide.

Key Actions:

* Engage Indigenous, cultural, youth, and newcomer communities

* Build partnerships with community leagues, schools, nonprofits, and institutions

* Promote peace initiatives through public awareness and global city of peace networks

including creating community spaces for peace dialogue.
* Host recurring positive peace conversations or circles.
* Develop online platforms to share stories, resources, and opportunities.
* Create visible peace installations (Peace Poles, murals, walking tours) that spark
engagement.

3. Enhance Participant Engagement: Advocate for citizens to contribute to Edmonton's culture of
peace.

Key Actions:
* Create Youth Peace Council
* Expand learning opportunities
* Celebrate peace champions

4. Increase Our Ability to Adapt: Contribute to a resilient, flexible, and innovative peace
ecosystem.

Key Actions:
* Establish City of Peace Advisory Council
* Create cross-organizational working groups
* Offer community training in conflict resolution, dialogue facilitation, and Positive Peace
conversations.
* Offer small pilot projects with measurable outcomes (e.g., Peace Circles, school-based
dialogue programs, newcomer—youth mentorship)

Summary:

A resilient, flexible, and innovative peace ecosystem is accomplished by building diverse
partnerships, strengthening community capacity, fostering inclusive and experimental programs,
creating spaces for dialogue, and establishing long-term systems for learning and sustainability.



Mission and Community Commitment

Edmonton’s vision as an International City of Peace is grounded in our shared commitment to
building a safe, inclusive, and compassionate community. We strive to promote non-violence,
advance social and environmental justice, and strengthen relationships across all cultures, ages, and
identities. We believe peace is built locally through meaningful relationships, shared experiences, and
collective action.

Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change — across the
globe, in our communities, and in ourselves. This guiding vision informs how we work collaboratively
with residents, institutions, and community partners to create lasting conditions for peace through
education, dialogue, equitable opportunities, and responsible stewardship of our shared environment.
Central to this effort is the understanding that peacebuilding is strengthened by joy, connection, and
friendship.

Role of the Rotary Club of Edmonton West

The Rotary Club of Edmonton West plays an active and dedicated role in advancing this vision. While
having fun and building friendships, our members apply their unique skills, talents, and professional
expertise to address the challenges facing our community, our city, and the world. We are deeply
passionate about supporting Edmonton and contributing to a community where everyone feels a
sense of belonging.

Through partnerships with local organizations, we participate in a minimum of two hands-on service
projects each month. These volunteer initiatives reflect our commitment to creating the kind of
community we want to belong to—one rooted in compassion, cooperation, and mutual respect.

Our Rotary Club has proudly sponsored two Peace Poles, which have been installed at Fort
Edmonton Park and MacEwan University. These Peace Poles serve as lasting symbols of Rotary’s
commitment to peace, understanding, and goodwill among people of all cultures and backgrounds.
Bearing the message “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in multiple languages, they invite reflection,
dialogue, and unity within these important community spaces.

At Fort Edmonton Park, the Peace Pole complements the site’s role as a place of learning and shared
history, reminding visitors of the importance of harmony as we reflect on the past and look toward the
future. At MacEwan University, the Peace Pole stands within an academic environment that values
diversity, critical thinking, and global citizenship, reinforcing the message that peace begins with
education, respect, and mutual understanding.

Together, these installations represent our club’s dedication to promoting peace locally while
contributing to a global movement that aligns with Rotary’s core values and its mission to foster
lasting positive change in our communities and beyond.



Peacebuilding Leadership

The Rotary Club of Edmonton West is strongly aligned with Rotary International’s Pillars of Peace and
intentionally integrates peacebuilding into club projects to foster community resilience and global
understanding. We are proud to be recognized as a Rotary Peacebuilder Club and to have sponsored
a Rotary Peace Fellow.

Working in collaboration with Rotary International District 5370, we are pleased to acknowledge that
the District 5370 Peace Committee has sponsored four Peace Poles located in Fort St. John, Toronto,
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR), and Waterton. These Peace Poles serve as
enduring symbols of hope, dialogue, and shared commitment to peace at both local and national
levels.

The Rotary Club of Edmonton West has also played a significant leadership role in advancing the
Peace Pole initiative. Our club has had considerable influence in encouraging and supporting other
Rotary clubs to promote peace and install Peace Poles within their own communities. In addition to
these installations, we have initiated and supported local peace activities, including community
workshops and Peace Pole projects, designed to foster reflection, dialogue, and collective action.

Through these efforts, the Rotary Club of Edmonton West contributes meaningfully to Edmonton’s
capacity to serve as a model International City of Peace—demonstrating how local action, inclusive
leadership, and collaborative service can build a more just, peaceful, and sustainable future.



